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France Buying Guide

Make offer

Instruct notaire 
•	 ( we will put you in touch and recommend) - the 

actual contract process will be handled by a notaire 
as they are the only persons permitted by law 
to perform conveyancing in France. The notaire 
charges a fee – usually between 6% and 8% of the 
net property price. It is normal in France for the 
notaire to support both vendor and purchaser on an 
impartial basis.

Compromis de vente
•	 The first legally binding document you will sign 

- The Compromis de Vente is a legally binding 
document, for both the seller and the buyer. That 
means it is imperative you understand what you are 
signing and are sure about your purchase before 
you sign, Once the Compromis de Vente is signed, 
the Notaire will carry out the process of checking 
records and documentation regarding the property 
and land. Two to three months is generally allowed 
for this process.

•	 Surveys are not usually undertaken in France, 
because the profession of surveyor does not exist 
in the same way that it does in the UK or United 
States.  However we do always recommend getting 
a survey for peace especially if you are thinking of 
doing major works , we can also arrange for builders 
to go round to give quotes of work required.

•	 If you need a survey, but do not have time to carry 
it out before you sign a contract, you should ask 
the notaire to include a “clause suspensive” in the 
Compromis de Vente to ensure that your purchase 
is subject to a satisfactory survey.

Cooling off period
•	 The buyer is entitled to a 10 day cooling off period 

following the signing of the compromise de vente, 
the option to withdraw from the contract is only 
available to the buyer  ; once the seller has signed 
they are legally bound by the contract as are 
the buyer after the 10 days cooling off period. A 
deposit, normally 10%, should be transferred to the 
notaire’s bank account at the end of the ten-day 
cooling off period.

The final contract
•	 Signing of the Acte de vente ( the completion and 

when all monies will have been paid and the house 
is yours)

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact us 

and we can provide you with any information you need. 


